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YOU CAN MAKE A SILK PURSE FROM A SOW’S EAR! 


By Exrnor Arsic, Librarian, Muscle Shoals Regional Library, Florence 


The story of the Leighton Public Library 
began in the early 1930’s when the Leighton 
Study Club had a book shower to start a 
collection and secured books on loan from 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. One room 
was rented for library quarters, but in a 
short time more space was needed. With 
WPA funds a librarian was hired, and the 
Public Library Service Division supplied 
an increasing amount of books. With the 
loss of WPA funds the County Board of 
Revenue gave a small sum to pay the 
librarian, and the Leighton Study Club rais- 
ed $200 a year to supplement the State 
books. When the Muscle Shoals Regional 
Library was formed in 1947, Leighton be- 
came a part of it and the City gave $20 a 
month as its part of the appropriations. Two 
rooms in a house belonging to the Fennel 
estate were given to the library rent free. 


With the present project in mind, Mrs. Ed 
Fennel bought the property which included 
this house and an unused commercial garage 
and deeded it to the Friends of the Leighton 
Library, Civic Center and Museum. The 
motive was to stimulate the civic clubs and 
to promote town wide interest, with the 
library the main object. 

Today the Leighton Public Library, of 
which Mrs. Helen Key is Librarian, is one 
of the most attractive libraries of its size 
in the state. The conversion of a greasy 
brick garage into a clean, modern civic 
center was done with a minimum amount of 
money. The Study Club began the pro- 
ject with $2,000, the City gave $1,000, the 
Lions Club gave $1,000 (part of which was 
raised with a talent show), and the Civic 
Club put the floor tiling down. The group 
borrowed the remaining amount needed to 
finish the building. 

The building itself is rectangular., about 
45 feet wide and 89 feet long. The front 
half contains the library and museum, with 
the library being divided from the museum 
by counter height book shelves. The mu- 
seum houses the Tennessee Valley Historical 
Association relics. 


The back half was made into a civic 
club room, and added to it is a kitchen and 
a screened porch. Thus luncheons can ke 
served by clubs wanting to make money to 
help furnish the building. Two rest rooms 
adjacent to the kitchen made plumbing costs 
less. 


The club room can be entered from a 
separate side door or can be reached through 
the door into the library. The library can 
be locked up when meetings are held after 
library hours. The front door of the library 
opens directly on the sidewalk in the first 
block of the business section, a well cal- 
culated convenience. 

The walls of the building are red brick. 
Concrete floors were poured and Robbins 
rubber tile was bought at a reduced rate, as 
the Robbins Company is located at Tuscum- 
bia, nine miles away. The old garage had 
only the roof and exposed beams, with four 
skylights. A ceiling of white wall board 
was put in at a lower height but with care 
to retain the skylights. This provided the 
library with much needed daylight, as the 
side walls are solid and the only windows 
were on the front. The garage door, on the 
front, was made into three windows to bal- 
ance the three windows on the other side 
of the front door. 


The wooden columns supporting the roof 
were left as they were and do not detract 


from the looks of the room. A former inside 
office wall was removed and a wall was 
added to partition the library from the club 
room; a storage closet for the library was 
also partitioned off. The book shelves 
dividing the library from the museum are 
stationary, but the high shelving the length 
of each side wall is adjustable, a feature well 
worth the small extra cost. The brick walls 
were left as they were except for being 
painted. The library is a pleasing shade of 
green and the book shelves were painted the 
same color. The rubber tile floor is of a 
varigated pattern which tends not to show 
dirt. The club room and kitchen were 
painted a rosy beige. The kitchen is equip- 
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ped with all gas appliances which were 
bought at a discount as a result of good 
advertising they afford. 


Also on the property deeded to the 
Friends is a small brick building used as a 
police station, and the rent from it and the 
residence formerly occupied by the library 
offers a small but steady income needed 
for the upkeep of the new building. 


The plans for the building are not com- 
pleted, however. Although a very good 
gas heater provides warmth in the winter, 
low ceilings and few windows also provide 
heat in the summer, and there is talk of an 


3 


air conditioner. Some want to paint the 
outside of the building, and a new sign 
proclaiming the Leighton Public Library, 
Civic Center and Museum is badly needed. 
The light fixtures are not adequate because 
the available funds were no longer adequate, 
either. The library needs Venetian blinds 
and some comfortable furniture. It is a 
bright and cheerful place now, but the town 
is interested in making it even more in- 
viting. The Girl Scout troop has already 
voted to buy a lounge chair for the library 
as soon as the other clubs have recovered 
enough to make a fresh start. It is indeed 
a community project. 


FALL SESSION, EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 25, 1954, at 10:00 A. M. at the Bir- 
mingham Public Library. Present were: Joe 
Langston, Pauline Foster, John K. Cameron, 
Ruth Schaeffer, Margaret Hughes, Willa 
Boysworth, Robert Lightfoot and Jean Hoff- 
man. 

In addition to Council, the President had 
invited the following to attend the meeting 
to discuss matters needing the attention 
of Council: Miss Evelyn Mullen, Director 
of Public Library Service Division; Miss 
Mildred Goodrich, President, Public Li- 
braries Section; Dr. Jerrold Orne, Chairman 
of Planning Committee; and Mrs. W. D. 
Thomason, Chairman of Legislative Com- 
mittee. Mrs. Thomason and Dr. Orne were 
unable to attend. 


The President,, Joe Langston, called the 
meeting to order and asked for a general 
discussion of the recent survey, A STUDY 
OF STATE LIBRARY SYSTEMS, compiled 
by the Legislative Reference Service at the 
request of the Joint Legislative Council. 
The President stated that, in the absence of 
Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, he would like to read 
a letter in which Dr. Hoole, as “an interested 
private citizen,” had requested a study be 
made of the existing library systems in Ala- 
bama, this study to be made by a “com- 
mittee of outside, impartial experts in the 


field.” Dr. Hoole’s letter was addressed to 
Judge Walter B. Jones. 

The President then asked Miss Evelyn 
Mullen to speak. Miss Mullen discussed 
the Division’s viewpoint in the matter. Miss 
Mullen also read a letter from Mrs. Gretchen 
Schenk in which Mrs. Schenk commended 
Dr. Hoole for making the request and stated 
that “nothing had been done which should 
not have been done.” Miss Mullen further 
stated that at the time of the Council Meet- 
ing the Public Library Service Division 
Board had no bill or bills ready to propose 
at this forthcoming session of the Legisla- 
ture. She further stated that the Alabama 
Library Association would have an oppor- 
tunity to study any bill or bills before they 
were presented to the Legislature. Council 
instructed the President to represent the 
Association in Montgomery on October 1 at 
the Legislative Council Meeting. (At this 
meeting the Council requested Dr. Hoole 
to explore the possibility of securing private 
funds with which to finance a careful, im- 
partial and objective study of the state 
Library system by professional personnel, 
and to report back to Council at their Jan- 
uary meeting.) 

The Council of the Association authorized 
the President and Mrs. Thomason to draft 
a suitable letter to be sent to all the legisla- 
tors following the November election. This 
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letter was to urge their continued support 
of the Public Library Service Division. 


Council approved the Battle House in 
Mobile as the site for the Annual Meeting 
next April. The dates are April 29, 30 and 
May 1, with the first General session to be- 
gin on Friday evening and last through Sun- 
day morning. The following committee 
chairmen were elected: Joe Templeton, Lo- 
cal Chairman for Convention; Bob Bell and 
Willa Boysworth, Program; Ethel Sanders 
and Willa Boysworth, Exhibits; Lynn Bran- 
nen, Publicity; and Mrs. Myrtle Boazman, 
Social Functions. 


The following items were also acted on by 
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Council: Sybil Baird was elected American 
Library Association Councilor from Alabama 
to replace Mrs. Lois R. Green who is now 
living in Georgia; the Association Hand- 
book is to be revised under the supervision 
of Committee Chairmen; the 50th Anni- 
versary Brochure proposed for the Annual 
Meeting in Montgomery was dispensed with 
due to the difficulty in obtaining material 
copy, etc.; Mrs. Jimmie McWhirter, Mem- 
bership Chairman, was voted a resolution 
of appreciation for her work in this capacity, 
the membership in the Association now 
being over 500; a revised budget in the 
amount of $2,690.00 was approved for the 
year 1954-55. 


Operating expenditure per capita for local public library service, exclusive of state aid, 
is 28c in Alabama. 44 states — 11/12 of the total — give their libraries more support than 


this. 


What are YOU doing about this situation? 
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Who’s ‘New . . 


BORDERS KINGRY BARNETT GOBER EDWARDS 


Mrs. D:xteE Borpers, Colorado native and alumnus of Shorter College, is a new 
bookmobile assistant at Birmingham Public Library. 


Joan McCu.toucu, former student at Randolph-Macon and 1953 graduate of Sophie 
Newcomb, is an assistant in the Circulation Department, Birmingham Public Library. 


ANNE Bayer, graduate of Birmingham- Southern College, is also a new assistant in the 
Circulation Department, Birmingham Public Library. 


ANNE kinory, formerly Teacher-Librarian at Lafayette High School, is new Librarian 
at Eufaula High School. She is a graduate of the University of Alabama, with a library de- 
gree from the University of North Carolina. 


Mrs, JANICE T. BARNETTE, graduate of Troy STC, is Teacher-Librarian at Goshen 
High School. She has served as President of the Pike County Teachers Association, and 
is now Secretary for the Pike County chapter of the American Childhood Education 
Association. 


ELeanor N. MacKinnon, native of South Carolina, is Librarian at Greenville High 
School. A graduate of Agnes Scott, she had done graduate work at the University of 
Alabama. Before coming to this state, she taught in South Carolina and Florida. 


Mrs. Louise Watters Goser, who has been with the Alabama school system since 
1945, is now Librarian at Decatur High School. She is a graduate of Jacksonville STC, 
and has a library degree from Peabody. 


Mary ANNE KERNAN, native of Kentucky and graduate of Agnes Scott, with two de- 
grees from Emory, is a new member of the Reference Staff at Air University. She has 


had previous library experience in Atlanta, Miami, Gulfport, Germany, and as Law Librar- 
ian at Emory. 


Mrs. Mary EuizaBeTH Epwarps is Teacher-Librarian, Hayneville High School. She 
holds degrees from Mary Hardin Baylor College, in her native Texas, and a degree and 
library certificate from the University of Alabama. 


Lira L. Larmore, graduate of Birmingham-Southern, trained in Library Science 
at Emory, became Librarian at Jacksonville High School this year, after a year in the same 
capacity in Alexandria. 
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“SOME LIBRARIES ARE DIFFERENT — V 


THE KATE DUNCAN SMITH D. A. R. SCHOOL 


By Taska Tyson, Librarian 


In 1924 the Alabama Daughters of the 
American Revolution established a small 
four room school on Gunter Mountain, near 
Grant, Alabama in Marshall County. This 
place was chosen as most in need of educa- 
tional assistance. At that time, there were 
two teachers and less than 100 children. 
Through the years, the growth of the Kate 
Duncan Smith D. A. R. School has been 
phenomenal. Today its campus embraces 
230 acres of ground, 85 in the Model Farm., 
which serves as a laboratory unit for ag- 
riculture classes, as well as a service unit 
for the school, and faculty homes on the 
campus. The school enrollment is approx- 
imately 550, including grades one through 
twelve. Its staff numbers 35, including a 
principal, 23 teachers, and a_ registered 
nurse. Instead of the original four room 
building, there are 19 buildings valued 
at more than half a million dollars. Through 
the years, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution throughout the United States 
have contributed almost two million dollars 
to education on Gunter Mountain. 

Many features not found in most schools 
are a definite part of the KDS School pro- 
gram. The health program, under the 
supervision of a registered nurse, has con- 
tributed immeasurably to the improved 
health of the Gunter Mountain residents. 
While the nurse’s first duty is at school to 
the students, she also works in the commun- 
ity. The nurse’s home serves as a clinic for 
the mountain area. Another feature not 
found in many high schools is the home 
economics Practice House, where the girls 
studying home economics live for one month 
each year and put into practice those things 
learned in the classroom. The farm, men- 
tioned earlier, serves the boys studying agri- 
culture as the Practice House serves the girls 
studying home economics. Work scholar- 
ships provide employment for some 35-50 
students each year. These youngsters are 
paid for doing such jobs as sweeping, clean- 
ing restrooms, building fires, mowing lawns, 





etc. Through a College Aid program., many 
fine graduates of the school have been given 
financial assistance to attend institutions of 
higher learning, trade schools, and business 
colleges. The clothing store, with clothing 
sent from all over the U. S., fills a definite 
need for low income groups over a wide 
area, extending over several counties in 
North East Alabama. Here good used cloth- 
ing can be purchased at prices even the 
poorest can afford to pay. However, many 
children are enabled to remain in school 
by donations of clothing from the “old 
clothing store”. Even children at nearby 
schools receive free clothing when _ they 
can’t afford to pay for it and do not have 
sufficient clothes to remain in school. There 
are also many other special services too 
numerous to mention. All are made possible 
through the generous contribution of the 
National Society of Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution. Each year D.A.R. make a 
pilgrimage to the school and recently more 
‘han 350 from 35 states visited the school 
to see at first hand just how their school is 
operated. 
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Among the 19 buildings on the campus 
is the Pennsylvania Log Library, so named 
because the Pennsylvania D.A.R. financed 
this project and because it is a log structure. 
Perhaps the library at the D.A.R. School was 
the last building in Alabama to be “raised”. 
In early days it was a common practice 
for settlers to gather at the homme of a 
friend and “raise” a building. Many men 
and women worked all day on the job with 
only a rest to enjoy a delicious “dinner on 
the ground”. In 1937, people came from 
all over Gunter Mountain to help in the 
“Log Rolling” and “raising” of the library. 
For years the log building, cracks ceiled with 
cement, served the school and surrounding 
areas. Two large “pot bellied” stoves served 
to heat the building. As other buildings were 
heated by steam or butane gas, students be- 
gan to notice the inadequacy of the library 
heat. In 1951, the junior Group of Pen- 
nsylvania DAR completely remodeled the 
interior of the library, using knotty pine 
paneling, and installed butane gas heat. 
Today the building is warm, comfortable and 
very attractive. 


The library serves the 12 grade school 
as a materials center. The elementary 
materials are housed in one wing and the 
high school materials in another. However, 
the materials designated for either group 
may be used by any group whenever need- 
ed. Elementary and junior high school 
grades are scheduled to attend the library 
at definite hours for browsing, informal 
reading, or study. At these periods, enough 
room is reserved for those from other grades 
wishing to do reference work. 


At present, the collection includes 4100 
books, 22 periodicals, 2 daily newspapers, 
filmstrips and projector, pamphlets and other 
verticle file materials of current value. Other 
audio-visual materials, such as_ television, 
film projector, phonograph, and records are 
housed in a visual aids room. Room libr- 
ary collections will total another 1000 books. 
These collections are selected cooperatively 
by teacher and librarian to avoid duplicating 
and over-buying in one subject field. 


A card catalog is kept of all books, both 
elementary and high school. The librarian 
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is full-time, with one student typist and 
eight assistants. Two library science classes 
are taught by the librarian and many phases 
of library work are taught to seniors who 
plan to enter college. 

During the summer months, the library 
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is open one day a week for use by pupils 
and adults in the community. When the 
collection is larger, it is hoped that the 
library will be open to the community for 
the entire year, thus making good reading 
available to the entire mountain area. 





The HOMEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY, with a circulation of 92,798 in the fiscal 
year ending September 30, showed a gain of almost one-third over the previous year. It 
has 6,998 members and 8,555 books, acquired a piano, large atlas and globe during the 
year, and is now planning service to the Negroes of Rosedale. 





From the President... 


To give the membership a fuller knowl- 
edge of Association business, the Council 
at its October meeting voted to publish 
in The Alabama Librarian a summary of 
the minutes of each Council Meeting. It 
is sometimes difficult to keep members ful- 
ly up to date on the actions of their 
Executive Council, and it was decided that 
this was the best method of making this 
information readily available. This current 
issue carries the summary minutes of the 
last meeting, and each of you is urged to 
read these carefully and to offer suggestions. 

A fine program is being planned for the 
Annual Meeting at the Battle House in 
Mobile on April 29, 30 and May 1. This 
year the meeting will begin on Friday night 
and continue through Sunday morning. It is 
hoped that many more school librarians will 
be able to attend this year, as the principal 
part of the program will be on Saturday and 
Sunday morning. You will not want to miss 
this 51st Annual Meeting., and we look for- 
ward to seeing all of you in Mobile. The 
Program Committee believes this will be a 
good conference, and, if months of work 
and planning will make it so, we will have 
a highly successful one. Many people have 
made outstanding contributions to the forth- 
coming convention. 

Congratulations are in order for our Mem- 
bership Chairman, Mrs. Jimmie McWhirter, 
and her splendid committee. At the time 
of the last count we had 518 names on the 
roles of the Alabama Library Association. 


Our long time goal has been 500 members. 
With the new names coming in steadily we 
can look forward to many additional mem- 
bers by the time of the meeting. Not only 
do we owe this present committee a vote 
of thanks, but much credit is due to all of 
those who have worked so diligently through 
the years to make our Association a growing 
and vital force in the state. 

Miss Boyce Broaddus, Librarian, Tarrant 
High School, Tarrant, Alabama, is Chairman 
of the Constitution Revision Committee this 
year. Miss Broaddus and her committee are 
anxious to have the opinions and thinking 
of the entire membership on this important 
job. She will welcome your suggestions as 
to ways and means of revising the Constitu- 
tion toward the end that it may more nearly 
reflect the wishes and goals of this Associa- 
tion. 

Miss Fannie Schmitt, Professor, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Florence State 
Teachers College, is the Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee this year. Usually 
most of us have it in the back of our minds 
to suggest certain candidates for office in 
the Association. However, we frequently 
fail to make these names known to the 
Nominating Committee, and as a result the 
Association is deprived of their contribution. 
All of us know librarians who should occupy 
an office in the Association, and this is the 
time to write Miss Schmitt your suggestions. 


Joe D. Langston 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY 
CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS 


In spite of the best of all possible intentions, some errors, just as we anticipated, crept 
into the directory which was published in our last issue. Corrections of those mistakes 
which have been called to our attention are given below, as are additional memberships 
which have been added since the October issue. 


CORRECTIONS 
Barton, Mrs. Isabel, Ridgely Apartments, Birmingham, rather than Birmingham Public 
Library. 
Brannen, A. L., Jr., rather than Brannon, A. L. Jr. 
Brown, Mrs. Bestor, rather than Brown, Mrs. Beston 
Graves, Mrs. Emily Carle, rather than Carle, Emily 
McAllister, Mrs. Betty, rather than McAlister, Mrs. Betty 
McLemore, Price, rather than McLemore, Mrs. Price 


Reed, Mrs. J. K., Assistant, County Department, Birmingham Public Library, rather than 
Assistant Librarian. 


Schenk, Mrs. Gretchen K., rather than Schenck, Mrs. Gretchen K. 


Thornton, Mrs. Ruth C., Technology Librarian, Birmingham Public Library, rather than 
Mobile Public Library. 


Vance, Mrs. Harvey C., 3825 Palm, Houston 4, Texas 


ADDITIONS 


Brewton Public Library, Brewton, Alabama 

Coley, Mrs. S. P., University of Alabama Library 

Crossland, Edith, Librarian, Mobile Theatre Guild, Conti at Claiborne, Mobile 
Crow, Mattie Lou Teague, Assistant Librarian, State Teachers College, Jacksonville 
Earp, Mrs. Genevieve W., Asst. Librarian, Technical Library, Brookley AFB, Mobile 
Fayette County High School Library, Fayette 

Gilliland, Maye Irwin, Librarian, North Birmingham Branch, Birmingham Public Library 
Hanna, Mrs. Mary Ann, Reference Librarian, Birmingham Public Library 

Holman, Mrs. J. B., 1618 Wilmer Avenue, Anniston 

Jones, Roy H., frustee, Coffee-Geneva Regional Library, Geneva 

Lewis, Eleanor, Friend, Sweetwater 

Lightfoot, Tupper, Friend, Brundidge 

Oldemoppen, Bernadette G., Librarian, St. Mary’s Rectory Library, Birmingham 
Oliver, Thad,, Remington Rand, Inc., Library Bureau Division, Birmingham 

Pine Hill School Library, Pine Hill 

Rice, Katherine E., Reference Assistant, Birmingham Public Library 

Smith, Mildred, Librarian, Vigor High School, Prichard 

Wilkins, Dorothy, Librarian, Mobile Press Register, Mobile 
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If the adage that happy countries have 
no history holds good for libraries, the 
A. P. I. Library’s early history must 
indeed have been joyous. There is no 
record even of a library’s existence until 
1877, when A. M. Thornton is listed 
in the Catalogue as Librarian. Previously 
founded by the Methodist Church as the 
East Alabama Male College in 1859, the 
buildings and grounds and other assets 
were taken over as a gift by the state 
in 1872 under the Morrill Act. The Wirt 
and the Websterian literary societies of 
this period had libraries which were men- 
tioned in the Catalogue of both the East 
Alabama Male College and the Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College of Ala- 
bama, as frequently happened in other 
institutions. 

When it was eventually established, 
the college library was housed in the 
main college building, but only until a 
disastrous fire consumed structure and 
contents in the late 80’s. The re-built 
hall saw the library grow from a tem- 
porary one room space to four rooms and 
a first floor reading room by 1906. By 
then a great innovation had become cus- 
tomary—the library had been lighted 
for night use since 1904. 

Growth of the collection kept pace, in 
fact it forced the expansion noted. In 
1894 the first Catalogue of the Library 
appeared, listing about 8000 volumes 
under some 4700 titles. It was issued 
by C. C. Thach, Librarian, later Presi- 
dent of the college, who is commemo- 
rated today in Thach Avenue, Auburn, 
and Thach Hall, the education building. 
Twelve years later the collection num- 
bered 21,000, and a card catalogue was 
necessary. Today the Main Library and 
six branch libraries house approximately 
190,000 volumes. 

Two great advances came in the first 
decade of the new century. Professional 
librarians classified the collection under 
the Dewey Decimal System in 1907-08, 
just in time for the newly classified col- 


lection to be moved into what is now a 
part of the present library building—the 
Carnegie Library. In 1939-40 a wing 
was added, providing for what are now 
the Reference and Periodical rooms, and 
space for additional stacks was also pro- 
vided. 

Continued expansion has led to the 
use of several temporary buildings for 
storage of bulky and less-used materials. 
The library’s film service uses one temp- 
orary building as a projection room, 
also. Instructors keep the library’s film 
collection continually in use, and the two 
qualified staff members are in constant 
demand as operators. The six branch 
libraries are so called because they serve 
schools of the college rather than depart- 
ments of instruction, each being located 
in the main building occupied by the 
school it serves. Agriculture is the 
largest branch, followed by Architecture 
and Arts, Chemistry, Engineering, Phar- 
macy and Veterinary Medicine. 

Until 1918, the Librarian was a full- 
time member of the English Department. 
In that year, Miss Mary Martin was ap- 
pointed Librarian, the first professional 
librarian so designated. In 1944 the 
present Director of Libraries, Clyde H. 
Cantrell, took office, Miss Martin con- 
tinuing for a short time as Librarian 
under him. Mr. Cantrell’s appointment 
was the first move towards strengthening 
the A. P. I. Library. It was his task to 
arrange for a survey of the libraries by 
Louis R. Wilson and Robert W. Orr, and 
to take steps to implement recommenda- 
tions made as a result of the survey. 
While great strides have been taken for- 
ward, Mr. Cantrell and his staff realize 
that unremitting efforts must continue 
to bring the library up to the standards 
required by an institution the size of 
Auburn, and to support a program which 
moves steadily higher into the graduate 


field. 


—Kenneth C. Knight, formerly As- 
sistant to the Director of Libraries. 
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FREE CATALOGS 
from McCLURG’S 


e 1954 JUVENILE LIST 
e 1954 - 55 TEEN AGE CATALOG 


These two catalogs are designed to help 
you select the best in reading for juveniles 
and teen agers. They're chock-full of in- 
formative reviews, publishers’ ads and title 
indexes. 


Mela tn The titles listed in these catalogs represent 


ee only a small part of the books carried in our 
[aproved 00° stock. 


ef \954-59 





Write to Dept. DPB for your free catalogs! 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 
333 EAST ONTARIO STREET 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
1844 - 1954 ... 110 Years of Service 
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“ALABAMA BOUND’ — VI 


By Sara A. VERNER, University of Alabama Library 


Boles, Paul Darcy The Beggers in the 
Sun. Macmillan, 1954, 317 p., $3.00. A 
second novel by a native Mobilian. 


Bontemps, Arna. The Story of George 
Washington Carver. Grossett & Dunlap, 
1954, 181 p., $1.50. This story of the Tus- 
kegee scientist is one of the Signature Series, 
for children 8 - 12. Illustrated by Birming- 
ham’s Harper Johnson. 

Carr, Archie Fairly. High Jungles and 
Low. University of Florida Press, 1953, 
226 p., $4.50. Mobile native writes of 
Honduras and Nicaragua. 

Eiland, Dorothy. The Bullfighter. Pageant 
Press, 1954, 152p., $3.00. A native of Mont- 
gomery, now making her home in California, 
is the author of this novel about bullfighters. 

Ellison, Rhoda Coleman. History of Hunt- 
ingdon College, 1854-1954. University of 
Alabama Press, 1954, 305 p., $4.00. Mem- 
ber of the faculty of Huntingdon writes a 
history of the college. 

Foley, Albert S., S. J. Bishop Healy: Be- 
loved Outcaste. Farrar, Straus & Young, 
1954, 243 p., $3.50. Father Foley, professor 
of sociology at Spring Hill College, writes 
of the first Negro priest, Bishop Healy. 
Although born into slavery, he rose to be a 
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Hunt, Mary Fassett. Joanna Lord. Bobbs- 
Merrill, 1954, 392 p., $3.75. Mrs. Hunt made 
her home in Birmingham for several years 
while her late husband was an editorial 
writer for the Birmingham News. 

Kimball, Solon T. and Marion Pearsall. 
The Talladega Story. University of Ala- 
bama Press, 1954, 259 p., $3.50. An an- 
alysis of community health conditions and 
needs of Talladega. The authors of this 
book are members of the Sociology Depart- 
ment of the University and assisted the citi- 
zens in their study. 

Lacey, Oliver L., Statistical Methods in 
Experimentation, An Introduction. Macmill- 
an, 1953, 249 p., $4.50. Dr. Lacey, chair- 
man of the Dept. of Psychology at the Uni- 
versity, is the author of this introductory 
text on statistics. 


Lindsey, Henry. Forever Judy., Samucl 
French Press, 1954. 23 p., $.50. One-act 
comedy by the head of the drama depart- 
ment at Howard College. 

McGee, M. Clinton. Criminal Procedure 
in Alabama. University of Alabama Press, 
1954, 221 p., $5.50. Mr. McGee is a pro- 
fessor in the School of Law at the University. ' 

Parks, Joseph Howard. General Edmund 
Kirby Smith, C.S.A., L. S. U. Press, 1954, 
545 p., $6.00. Birmingham-Southern Col- 
lege professor is the author of this biography 
of a Confederate general. 

Payne, Pierre Stephen Robert. Alexander 
the God., A. A. Wyn, 1954, 307 p., $3.50. 
A novel of Alexander the Great by Mr. 
Payne of Alabama College, Montevallo. 


Shephard, Katherine. Manna Tree., Ex- F 


position Press, 1954, 96 p., $2.50. The 


(continued on page 15) 
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YOUR FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
REPORTING 


Mrs. Leo B. Roserts, Chairman 


To keep Association members informed 
on federal legislation relating to libraries 
since May 1, the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee submits the following report. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
EDUCATION: The measure to provide for 
a series of state and territorial conferences 
on education, to be followed by a White 
House Conference, was approved by the 
President on July 26 and became Public 
Law 530. The appropriation to implement 
this legislation allows $900,000, of which 
$700,000—with no state receiving less than 
$5,000 — is available for grants to the 
states for meetings to study the needs of 
education in the respective states. The pro- 
gram provides broad citizen participation in 
these conferences leading up to the White 
House Conference on Education tentatively 
set for November 28-December 1, 1955. 
The Committee for the White House Con- 
ference is composed of thirty-two persons 
drawn from business, labor, agricultural, 
professional, and educational fields. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower appointed Neil M. Mc- 
Elroy, of Cincinnati, President of Proctor 
and Gamble Company, to serve as Chair- 
man. There is no Alabamian on the Com- 
mittee. Clint Pace has been named Director 
of the Conference Committee Staff, with 
headquarters set up in the Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare Building, South, Room 
4054, Washington 25. Announcement has 
just been released of the appointment of 
Mrs. Henry Grattan Doyle, former Presi- 
dent of the Washington (D. C.) Board of 
Education, as Conference representative for 
organizations. Mrs. Doyle will assist in 
liaison work with educational, civic, and 
professional organizations throughout the 
United States to encourage and assist them 
in taking part in the state and White House 
Conferences. The White House Conference 
Committee held its first meeting in Wash- 
ington on December 2. Up to December 
10, twenty states had applied for funds 
for conferences under P. L. 530, and con- 


ferences have already been held in six 
states. Governor Persons has assigned the 
responsibility of the Alabama Conference 
on Education to the State Department of 
Education. We are informed that no action 
on this matter will be taken by the Depart- 
ment until the new administration takes 
office in January. When an Alabama con- 
ference is called to consider the pressing 
problems in the field of education in this 
State, it is important that the lack of ade- 
quate library services be considered by 
State educators and citizens interested in 
improving education in Alabama. Librarians 
should make it a point to take an active part 
in the State conference. The Federal Rela- 
tions Committee of the Association will 
advise members of the Association when the 
Alabama Committee on Education is ap- 
pointed and begins its study. 

LIBRARY SERVICES BILL: The be- 
ginning of the 84th Congress in January is 
an important time for librarians for it 
means the reintroduction of the Library 
Services Bill. The ALA Washington Office 
reports that prospects for our legislation 
have never looked so good and advise that 
“with real effort on everyone’s part, the 
bill stands an excellent chance, of passage 
in this Congress. “The only change in the 
measure as it will be introduced in the 
84th Congress will be the addition of a 
definition of “rural” for this particular 
measure. Instead of limiting assistance to 
places of 2,500 population or less, the new 
definition will be extended to include in- 
corporated or unincorporated places with a 
population up to 10,000. Alabama’s Sena- 
tor Hill has agreed to act again as chief 
sponsor of the Bill in the Senate. NOW is 
the time to talk with or write to your Con- 
gressman about the Library. Services Bill: 
tell him that the Bill will be reintroduced 
in the 84th Congress, see that he knows 
more about the library situation in his dis- 
trict, point out what is good about existing 
library service in Alabama and in your 
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area in particular, and stress what your 
greatest needs are. Begin NOW to gather 
citizen interest in and support for the Li- 
brary Services Bill. This should be under- 
taken through work with individuals and 
with your local civic, educational, labor, and 
cultural organizations in every community, 
And don’t forget to write Senator Hill and 
thank him for what he has already done 
and what he will do for us in the new 
Congress. 1955 promises to be the year 
for the big push on the Library Services 
Bill; let’s see that Alabama’s Congressmen 
support the measure one hundred per cent. 

COPYRIGHT: The Crumpacker Bil] 
(H. R. 6616) is now Public Law 743, hav- 
ing passed the House on August 3. On 
August 18, the Senate passed H.R. 6616, 
which amends the manufacturing clause of 
the domestic copyright law and allows the | 
United States government to deposit its | 
ratification of the Universal Copyright Con- 
vention which was favorably voted by the 
Senate on June 25. The Convention and 
P.L. 743 do not go into effect until three 
months after twelve countries have deposit- 
ed their ratifications. This puts the date 
somewhere in 1955. The passage of this 
legislation brings to a successful conclusion 
the long and arduous efforts on the part of ! 
many library, publishing, and literary per- 
sons and groups to improve American copy- 
right relations with the rest of the world. 

POSTAL RATES LEGISLATION: The 
postal rate increase failed to pass the Con- 
gress in spite of the efforts in the closing 
days to combine it with the postal salary 
increase bill. The Bill H.R. 6052, when 
introduced, carried a section to increase 
the book rate by 25%. This section of the 
Bill was removed in the House Post Office 
and Civil Service Committee. Postal rate in- 
crease legislation will without a doubt be 
introduced early in the 84th Congress and 
should certainly be discussed with your 
Representatives and Senators. 

PICTURES: The ALA Washington Of- 
fice (Hotel Congressional, Washington 3, 
D. C.) wants to remind librarians that good 
pictures showing effective library extension 
can be of great assistance to this Office. 
Such pictures are frequently requested and ~ 
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can also be used effectively in connection 
with the Library Services Bill. Librarians 
are urged to remember, when they have 
new pictures made, to have an extra copy 
of each one printed for the files of the 
Washington Office. 

HEARINGS ON THE NOMINATION 
OF LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS: The 
Senate Rules and Administrative Committee 
released the first of December the publish- 
ed hearings on the nomination of Lawrence 
Quincy Mumford to be Librarian of Con- 
gress. Copies of the hearings can be re- 
quested from the Committee of Rules and 
Administration, United States Senate, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

POSTAL MANUAL: On December 1, 
the United States Post Office Department 
issued a new Postal Manual. The Manual 
contains two sections: Chapter I — Post 
Office Services (Domestic); Chapter IT — 
International Mail. The Post Office De- 
partment has revised some 4,000 pages of 
postal rules and regulations and included 
the information in the new Manual in about 
300 pages. Copies of the Manual are 
available from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, for sixty-five cents. 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS: A report 
of interest to librarians is “A National Pro- 
gram for the Publication of Historical Docu- 
ments” issued by the National Historical 
Publications Commission and presented to 
the President of the United States in early 
1954. This report may be had from the 
Superintendent of Documents for 50c. 


AS WE GO TO PRESS, word has come 
from Washington that Senator Hill intro- 


duced the Library Services Bill on January 
10. 





“ALABAMA BOUND’”—VI... 
(continued from page 12) 
author of this book of poems spends the 
winters at her home in Opp, Alabama. 
Snow, Dorothea J. The Whistling Moun- 
tain Mystery., Bobbs-Merrill, 1954, 237p., 


$2.50. Alabama is the setting for this 
adolsecent mystery about a family’s adven- 
ture with a lost treasure. Place names are 
disguised. 











KODAK FILMSORT 


FILM PROCESSING 
PRINT REPRODUCTION 


The South’s most 
laboratory and sales organization thanks 


complete microfilm 


the Alabama librarians who helped to make 
our April Conference Exhibit such a suc- 
cess. 


Write on your letterhead stationery for 
information on library service. Equipment, 
Sales, Service, Contract Filming. 16MM, 
35MM, 70MM and 35MM Type “X” X-Ray 
Film Processing. Facsimile Prints. 


DAKOTA [Southern] MICROFILM 
SERVICE, INC. 


P. O. Box 60, 115% W. Rich Ave. 
Deland Florida 














MARADOR PLASTIC BINDERS 


Thick rigid vinyl] covers, 
Plastic spines in choice 
of four colors. Lockbar 
or wire snapout metals. 
Beautiful. Interchangeable. A 
Flexible vinyl covers. 
Translucent. Magazine 
covers fully visible, 
Wire snapout metals, 
Durable. Economical. 


Flexible translucent. Four 
spine colors. Lockbar or 
snapout metals. Rugged. 
Dependable. 
Washable. 
See photo. 
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1722 GLENDALE BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES 26, CALIF 
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ibrarians Know 


...that for 75 years Library Bureau has built furniture and 
equipment of only one quality—the best. Your library’s 
present—and its future—are secure when you buy 


LB equipment. Write or phone for Folder LB 604 


2216 5th Ave. N., Birmingham 3, Ala., Phone: 4-3651 





Alabama Library Association scholarships for 1954-55 have been awarded as follows: 
The Thomas M. Owen and Marie Bankhead Owen scholarships, totaling $450, to Miss 
Hilda Waddell, who is studying at Emory; The Lila May Chapman Scholarship, $500, to % 
Miss Jean Davis, who is using it to attend the University of North Carolina; The Alabama | 
Library Association Scholarship, $1,000, to Joseph Jackson, who is attending Peabody. 


The MARENGO COUNTY LIBRARY has 5,000 volumes in its initial collection, and 
has received some excellent gifts. The Friends of the Library, organized in July, is active 
and interested, and is working on plans for expansion of service. Mrs. O. M. Owensby is 
chairman of the board and Mrs. Kate McKinley is librarian. 


In Birmingham, demolition of the Parke Memorial Branch has been started and the 
Branch is now operating in temporary quarters in an annex of Ramsay High School. The 
new branch building will soon be under way. It, like the Ensley Branch, which has already 
been begun, will be air-conditioned throughout, and Parks will also have a drive-in service 
feature. 


The Birmingham Public Library appropriation for the current fiscal year is $307,000. 
and that of the Jefferson County Library is $36,000. 


In Alabama, 29.5 percent of the population is without library service. 32 states—two- 
thirds of the total — have better coverage. What are YOU doing about this situation? 





Your editor So he fills it up 
Cares not for verse, With this **** mess 
But empty space Because he’s short 


He thinks much worse. On MSS. 














